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Spotlight technology trends
 at Russian Oil and Gas

(Moscow) – Russia’s leading technical
 forum for the global oil and gas industry
 will highlight advances in technology
 impacting the entire international up
stream sector.

There are just two weeks to go until
 several thousand attendees gather at
 SPE Russian Oil and Gas to discuss the
 latest technology developments in the
 Exploration &Production markets.

The SPE Russian Oil and Gas Technical
 Conference & Exhibition has daily plenary 
sessions and a fantastic range of peer-
reviewed papers being presented in more
 than 20 technical sessions. With so many
 sessions featuring key technologies and 
trends emerging in Russia, the Chairman of 
the event’s Conference Programme Committee
 has flagged up the main topics of discussion
 to help visitors plan their schedules.

Chairman Adil Mukhitov of Schlumberger 
has highlighted the main criteria for the 
papers to be presented as being innovation 
and applicability to existing technical chall-
enges as well as the potential economic effic-
iency of the use of proposed innovations for 
subsoil users. The success of the call for 
papers, and their quality, persuaded the com-
mittee to add in extra sessions, with an out
standing 19 technical sessions to be held 
featuring 168 oral and poster presentations.

Technical subjects that Mr Mukhitov high
lighted in the programme include Drilling,
Reservoir Engineering, Geology and Geophy-
sics, Production Enhancement, Remote Oper-
ations, Production Monitoring, Fluid Mec-
hanisms, Reservoir Monitoring, Production
 Operations, Gas Technology, Completions,
 Reservoir Modelling, Flow Assurance, Mature
 Fields, Information Technology and 
Emerging Technologies.

Strong drilling culture in
 Russian oil and gas industry

The topic of Drilling is featured in two separate
 sessions, which Mr Mukhitov pointed out was
 a “good reflection of the strong drilling culture
 in the Russian oil and gas industry”. The
 sessions will feature presentations including
 case studies focusing on an offshore field
 operated by Rosneft, and an onshore field in
 Western Siberia operated by TNK-BP. There 
will also be several other presentations about
 the latest drilling technologies, one of which
 will focus interestingly on feasibility studies
 into combining drilling with casing and 
expandable casing.

He also picked out a Multidisciplinary session 
added to the programme that has “uniquely
 interesting papers”. One will cover the
 experience of remote operation initiatives 
how to manage operations thousands of kilo
metres away, and what benefits it brought to 

Italian operator ENI. A second presentation 
will share the experience in the preparation
 of young Russian petroleum professionals in
 a global context. The paper will describe how
 such programmes were developed to meet
 specific local needs in a global context.
 Others will focus on the area of production
 monitoring experience in Saudi Arabia and 
Russia.

Another subject that warranted two separate
 sessions was that of Completions, which the
 chairman described as “a good indicator of
 the relevance of the topic, particularly frac
turing, for the Russian oil and gas industry”.
 This will feature amongst others a fascinating
 paper on the evolution of hydraulic fracturing
 in Russia.

Last but not least, Mr Mukhitov said the 
session on Emerging Technology “would
 combine a broad spectrum of papers. It 
covers subjects ranging from the use of new
 technology on the Sakhalin II project to risk
 minimisation on a Siberian project with
 major reservoir uncertainties. Another pre-
sentation will talk about the design of a new 
Floating Production, Storage and Offloading 
(FPSO) system for the Sakhalin-V project,
 followed by a presentation about pilot cyclic
 steam stimulations in low- permeability
 heavy oil carbonates.”

Aside from the technical programme, there
 will also be plenary sessions each day featur-
ing top level speakers. The Day 1 Plenary
 Session is entitled ‘The Russian Oil and Gas
 Industry and its Role in the Global Energy
 Market’, while Day 2’s theme is ‘The Role of 
Technology Today and Tomorrow’, with the
 final day’s Plenary Session entitled ‘Young 
Professionals and their Training - Realising 
Their Talent Today and Tomorrow’.

There will also be a Topical Luncheon about
 the Shtokman Field to be held on Wednesday
, 29th October and featuring a presentation by 
Herve Madeo, First Deputy Chief Executive
 Officer of the Shtokman Development. Visit 
www.russianoilgas.com for further conference
 and exhibition information.

Simultaneous translation for
 delegates at conference

The SPE Russian Oil and Gas event will be
 held from 28-30th October 2008 at the All-
Russia Exhibition Centre, close to the centre
 of Moscow. The 2008 conference will be con-
ducted using simultaneous translation, with
 CD ROMS of all papers to be produced for
 the delegates in both Russian and English.

Participating organisations this year on the
 show floor include RITEK, Rosneft Tatneft, 
TNK-BP, Salym Petroleum Development,
 Chevron, ExxonMobil, StatoilHydro, Schlu-
mberger, Baker Hughes, Halliburton, Weather
ford, Paradigm, Welltec, Swellfix and SBM
 Offshore. The exhibition will cover some
 2,300sq metres and also include country 
pavilions from China and Norway.

For those not yet registered to attend, go to: 
www.russianoilgas.com/register; or
 www.russianoilgas.ru/registrazia and enter
 your details now. Those needing to apply for
 Visas must do so as soon as possible to
 ensure the process is complete before
 travelling. For travel and accommodation 
information go to:
 www.russianoilgas.com/travel.
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Dubai Maritime City Authority to sponsor
Dubai Boating Guide

Zanzibar President visits H.H. Sheikh Saud bin
 Saqr Al Qasimi in Ras Al Khaimah

Explores real estate and investment 
opportunities in RAK

The President of Zanzibar, H.E. Amani Abeid 
Karume, visited Ras Al Khaimah on Thursday 
( October 16, 2008), where he met with H.H.
 Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Crown Prince
 and Deputy Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah and
 selected key businessmen at the Royal Palace.

During his visit, the President explored the 
various real estate developments within Ras 
Al Khaimah, namely Al Marjan Island, Dana 
Island, Al Hamra Village, and Bab Al Bahr. 
Representatives of RAKEEN, the master 
developer of the Ras Al Khaimah Government,

The President’s afternoon agenda included 
visits to RAK Hospital, RAK Airways, Saqr
 Port and Al Hamra Fort Hotel. 

A multimedia presentation was also shown, 
which outlined the design layouts for projects 
currently under construction within the emirate.

The visit of His Excellency, Amani Abeid
 Karume, to Ras Al Khaimah continues a long
 trading history that Zanzibar has had with
 the Arab World when it was a separate state.
 Zanzibar united with the East African 
territory Tanganyika to form the country
 Tanzania in 1964. The President is the latest
 in a line of leaders to recently visit Ras
 Al Khaimah. 

 as well as RAK Properties accompanied H.E.
 and his 15 delegates on tours of various cons-
truction sites, and visits to the completed
 projects.

ADNEC to showcase Gulf’s largest exhibition
 centre at Asian edition of key travel show

DOMOTEX HANNOVER expands exhibition
 space with new record number of exhibitors

 
Over 1,350 global exhibitors to showcase latest trends and designs in flooring

YEMEN’S MINISTER OF TOURISM TO VISIT LONDON ’S
WORLD TRAVEL MARKET NEXT WEEK



3WINGS CHAMBERNOVEMBER 2008

Sherwoods and Al Hamra Golf Club team up to organise
 golf competition in aid of breast cancer research 

 
The ‘Pink Ribbon’ golf competition to be held on October
 25, 2008 aims to raise awareness about breast cancer  

Lufthansa and Munich Airport participate in the first ITB Asia in Singapore

 
Munich Airport ranked again the most efficient gateway to Europe

Quagmire Golf a Big Hit at L'Oreal Fashion Week
 and with Celebrities at Justin Timberlake Open

WTTC
Summit Launch Event
9th Global Travel & Tourism Summit
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Victrex APTIV(TM) film meets stringent Federal Aviation Authority
 flame requirements for aircraft insulation systems

Makateb Holding launches revolutionary 
‘hotel-style' services for Office Buildings 

Market for innovative, 'lifestyle-oriented' services grows as over 3,000 modern 
Office Buildings are expected to rise within the next 10 years

Makateb Holding, The first Office Building 
Operator Company in the world has announced 
that it has launched today ( Monday, November
 10, 2008) its operations in the UAE, offering a
 revolutionary new concept designed to enhance 
the working environment and deliver optimum 
business value to office building tenants. Lever-
aging the UAE's enormous growth potential with 
over 3,000 new office buildings expected to rise 
within the next 10 years; Makateb Holding has
 complemented its current service portfolio with 
a complete range of end-to-end office building
 solutions tailored to suit the distinct requirements 
of various business organisations, while also
 adhering to the highest environmental standards.
 The company’s new office projects will adopt
 green building principles and ensure cost redu-
ction, energy conservation, profit maximisation
 and a productive business setting.   

Makateb Holding features a unique rating system 
that distinguishes office buildings as one-star,
 two-star and up to five-star facilities – in the 
same manner hotels are conveniently classified. 
The criteria used for this rating are based on 
standards compliance and the provision of ame-
nities and services according to the adopted clas-
sification system; ensuring the same level of
 luxury and quality services clients would expect 
from premium hotel operators and resulting to a 
truly first-of-its-kind experience for office 
building tenants in the UAE and the region. 
Makateb Holding will offer its services to all 
office property owners and developers, regardless
 if their buildings or related facilities are already 
in operation, are currently in the design stage or 
are under construction.

.
 For the first time, building occupants can really
 feel at home while being at their workplaces, a
 key factor that will significantly improve employee
 and business performance and productivity," 
said Hesham A. Alghani, Chairman of the Board,
 Makateb Holding Limited.

"We are confident that Dubai is the perfect venue 
to launch this innovative service because of the
 emirate's solid foundation as a global business
 hub and its excellent reputation as a fertile
 ground for cutting-edge concepts and out-of-the
-box winning ideas. The emirate's excellent
 fundamentals and remarkable economic growth
 rates will certainly provide Makateb Holding the
 required energy to elevate our services as the new
 standards in the industry. Moreover, our conso-
lidated presence in Dubai will likewise anchor
 Makateb Holding's growth initiatives in the
 Middle East and across Asia," added A. Alghani. 

While Makateb Holding has customised services
 for a wide range of building profiles, those that
 are still in the design phase stand to gain most in 
terms of greater flexibility in incorporating the 
specific designs and components required to 
enhance the building's operation and strengthen
 its market value.

Makateb Holding has forged Joint Ventures and 
Partnerships with high-end specialised interna-
tional companies operating in the areas of 
Facility Design Consultancy and Facility Mana-
gement. In addition Gym & Spa, Business 
Centres, Restaurants and Coffee shops. This is in 
line with its aim to provide its end-to-end offerings
 to clients and to strengthen its position to expand
 its activities in the international market. 
Makateb Holding has also established partnerships
 with high-end specialty companies such as facility
 and cleaning management firms, concessionaires
 and gym and business centre operators to stren-
gthen its end-to-end offerings and gain additional 
leverage to expand its activities in the international 
market.

Makateb Holding's strategy builds on Dubai's
 reputation as a quality-focused and service-
oriented society, wherein excellence and superb
 performance are essential factors in the corporate
 decision process. Our end-to-end solutions are 
designed to infuse new energy and ultimately drive
 quality performance. Clients will certainly find 
great value and long-term benefits in these spec-
ialised services," concluded A. Alghani. 

"Makateb Holding is bringing an amazingly novel
 concept that really works for the benefit of the
 whole office building community. This is in line
 with our vision to transform the office lifestyle by 
creating a uniquely dynamic environment that is
 highly responsive to the needs of building tenants


